WAR AND PEACE
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opposition, into obvious faction, both of them in 1858-59 and Russell also previously in 1852. But, though fy general consent Disraeli's leadership of Opposition was ii a high degree both patriotic and effective, these years o: watching and waiting and criticising had their tragi< aspect. His genius, abundant as it was on the critica side, was at least as much creative as critical; yet, whei it was at its height, its creative side, so far as politics, hi chosen sphere, was concerned, was starved, and the critica side abnormally developed. The marvel is that, when in his declining years, he came tardily by his own, suffi cient original faculty should have persisted, to enable bin to leave an imperishable mark on the history of Englanc and of the world.
Disraeli had hoped, early in 1855, to be a leading mem her of a Government formed vigorously to prosecute th Crimean. War. Derby's timidity had deprived him of tha prospect, and had left to him and to the Conservativ party apparently only the humiliating function of sup porting their opponents in carrying out a policy the bui den of which they had shrunk from shouldering themselves This was a function most uncongenial to Disraeli's temper and it is no wonder that his mind soon turned toward the possibilities of an honourable peace. His first tentativ movements in this direction, while Sebastopol was intaci were decidedly premature ; but in the autumn after its fal he seized the propitious occasion, and began, in the teeth c a hostile public opinion, a peace propaganda which eventu ally culminated in the Conference and Treaty of Paris.
Palmerston had been placed in office, after the collaps of the Coalition, as a war Minister. But he inherited, a a legacy from the Aberdeen Government, an inchoai policy of peace. Before the close of the preceding yee negotiations had been begun at Vienna between the Alii* and Austria, and four points had been laid down to for] the basis of pourparlers with Russia. Though the En peror Nicholas had no intention of accepting the thii and apparently most important point, the termination <